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In attendance: Alan Mayhew (Chair), Julian Bowden, Robert Parmenter, David Styles, Nick 
Styles, Mrs Bernie Cleland (Headmistress of Helmingham School), Cllr M Hicks (SCC), Cllr Tim 
Passmore (MSDC and Police Commissioner), PCS E Wright, David Perry (Clerk). 
 
Apologies: Melvyn Blower, Kieth Gardiner. 
 

Welcome by the Chairman of the Parish Council 

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked Mrs Bernie Cleland, the 

headmistress of Helmingham School, for the use of their premises to hold the meeting. He 

said that the meeting would open with reports from Suffolk and Mid Suffolk Councillors, Mrs 

Cleland for Helmingham School and the police, as they all had other commitments 

Annual Report for the Thredling Division from Suffolk County Councillor, Cllr M Hicks 

Cllr Hicks’s provided a written annual report, copies of which can be obtained from the clerk 

and ran through the highlights of his report together with issues particularly affecting 

Helmingham. 

Cllr Hicks reported that SCC had frozen council tax for the fifth consecutive year.  The 

council had already made savings of over £130 million over the last 4 years but under the 

government’s deficit reduction programme had to make a further £120 million savings over 

the next 3 years. 

SCC had opened the UK’s first ever employment centre dedicated to young unemployed in 

Ipswich and the surrounding area aged 16 to 24 years and offering free training, career and 

employment support. 

Cllr Hicks reported that the Better Broadband for Suffolk programme, run by SCC, has 

secured funding for rolling out improved broadband coverage to 85% of households in Suffolk 

that are not covered by commercial broadband upgrades in urban areas.  The aim is eventually 

to improve coverage for 95% of Suffolk households.  Most improvements in rural areas will be 

via fibre optic cables to street cabinets and normal copper wire from cabinets to individual 

premises.  Resulting speed improvements are dependent on the distance between cabinet and 

the property being served.  Alternative technology will be required to for homes and 

businesses that are too far from the relevant BT street cabinet and will take the form of a 

voucher for satellite services. 

Cllr Hicks also updated the meeting on progress with the Parish Council’s request for speed 

limit changes in Helmingham.  He had met with the SCC highways team and, while extending 

the 30 mph speed limit towards Framsden beyond the church and the northern entrance to 

the Helmingham Estate had been rejected, installing an intermediate speed limit of 40 mph 

was an option, subject to a speed survey.  Adding yellow backing to the speed limit signs 

within Helmingham village had been agreed but the highways team were also looking at 

combining this with other methods of reducing drivers speed such as painting white lines on 
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each side of the road.  This causes drivers to perceive a change in road conditions and 

subconsciously reduce speed.  For the present changes to the speed limit between 

Helmingham and Framsden (currently unrestricted) were not being considered.  Cllr Hicks 

said that he would provide the Parish Council with a further update by email in a few weeks. 

After answering questions Cllr Hicks left the meeting. 

Report from Mrs Bernie Cleland, Headmistress of Helmingham Community Primary School 

Mrs Cleland provided a written report on school activities and plans, copies of which can be 

obtained from the clerk.  During the meeting Mrs Cleland highlighted key items from her full 

report.  

She said that the school roll was dropping and the reduced numbers would mean a smaller 

budget.  Currently over 50% of the pupils come from outside the catchment area, some by 

choice.  

Never the less, the school continued to be rated a good school with stable staffing.  The 

school aims to lift its grading from good to outstanding via teaching improvements and 

increased parental involvement.  Newly installed gates at the front and rear of the school 

were also part of the drive towards an improved grading. 

The school was involved in a lot of sport and the quick sticks hockey team had reached the 

county final, where they had come 7th in the county – a very good result.  The school had also 

received good reports on children’s behaviour on pupils’ visits such as one to Jimmy’s Farm. 

The number of after school clubs had increased and there was now one for every night of the 

week, but the breakfast club did not have sufficient support and so had closed after a £900 

loss. 

Mrs Cleland left the meeting after answering questions. 

Report from Mid Suffolk District Councillor & Police Commissioner, Cllr T Passmore 

Police Matters 

A speeding survey had been carried out 2 years ago and concentration now was on 

enforcement.  This included a planned increase of between 4 and 6 motorcycles for speed 

enforcement.  Requests for enforcement patrols should be made to the Safer Neighbourhood 

Team.  Money from speed and phone awareness courses attended by offenders goes back into 

speed enforcement.  The safety camera partnership now had some cameras with automatic 

number plate recognition.  Funds were available for villages linked with others to assist in 

speed control. 

The police precept had been increased in line with the response to a consultation earlier in 

the year. 
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District Council 

The precept had increased slightly and the Council was also borrowing to fund rural house 

building. 

Waste recycling rates were improving steadily and had been helped by an increase in the 

range of goods that could be recycled.  Waste disposal in the District had also been assisted 

by the burning of waste that could not be recycled. 

The District Council’s priorities were: 

• Support for local food and drink industry. 

• Housing. 

• Preservation of frontline services needed to promote a safe and healthy community. 

Planning law changes were in the pipeline and there would be a consultation shortly.  

Councillor Passmore left the meeting after answering questions. 

Report from Mid Suffolk Central Safer Neighbourhood Team 

PCS Wright, representing the Safer Neighbourhood Team, reported that there had 

been 7 crimes in Helmingham Parish during the 12 months since the last Annual Parish 

Meeting.  These were: 

• Two burglaries (from buildings at Helmingham Hall). 

• One theft from an outside shed. 

• Three thefts of motor vehicles (including a quad bike stolen from Helmingham 

Hall and a farm Hilux pickup truck, a type of vehicle which was often exported 

to the 3rd world by thieves for use as a gun carriage).  This type of theft is a 

problem across Mid Suffolk. 

• The other theft was of scrap metal. 

• The criminal damage was to a Church monument, thought to have been caused 

by children. 

There was no concentration of criminal activity as these crimes were spread 

throughout the year, although it did represent a slight increase over the total of 5 

crimes during the 12 months from 2013 to 2014 (3 burglaries of dwellings, one 

burglary of a shed or garage and one theft from a post box). 
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The reduction of dwelling house burglaries and thefts from outside areas including 

thefts of garden furniture and burglaries of sheds and garages, remains a top 

priority, particularly in the run up to Christmas.   

The problem in rural areas is eyes and ears – anyone seeing anything suspicious should 

ring the 101 non-emergency number, which will take the call through to Suffolk Police 

at Martlesham.  Dashboard cameras can be used as evidence. 

Speeding is also a problem, although the shallow bends on the B roads through 

Helmingham are covered by the national speed limit, which makes speed control 

difficult.  Requests for speed enforcement patrols can be sent to the SNT by email. 

Volunteer community speed watch teams are an alternative to official speed camera 

vans. 

Approval of Minutes of the Last Parish Meeting 

The minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting on 18 May 2015 were approved and signed by 

the Chairman. 

Matters Arising from the Last Parish Meeting 

There were no matters arising from the previous Annual Parish Meeting. 

Report by Chairman of the Parish Council 

The Chairman said that it had been another quiet year for the Parish and he therefore would 

not deliver a formal report.  

Report by Clerk on Parish Finances 

The clerk reported that, as at 31 March 2015, the Helmingham Community Account held 
£1,220.38 with no cheques that had not yet been presented.  This meant that the reserve 
had increased by £432.05 over the year and was now 64% of the regular income for the 
year, above the recommended minimum of 50% of income as a result the Council’s efforts to 
rebuild reserves from the low of 14.5% at 1 April 2013.  There was no unbudgeted 
expenditure during the year to April 2015, apart from a small 2.15% increase in the clerk’s 
salary to conform to nationally recommended pay scales and one additional charitable 
donation 

The Council has budgeted for a total of £2,121.14 expenditure during the current financial 

year (including possible purchase of a new noticeboard and the ongoing annual cost of 

employing a PAYE agent) with an income of £1,914.00 plus a one-off grant of £92.00.  This is 

expected to result in an end of financial year balance of £1,115.00 by 1 April 2016 after 

allowing £400.00 for the purchase of a replacement noticeboard should the current one 

prove to be beyond economic repair when maintenance is carried out.  This represents a 

general reserve of 60.8% of precept, which is above recommended minimum. 
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However, recent government legislation in the Transparency Act and the Auto Enrolment 

Pension Scheme will substantially increase the clerk’s workload and may also introduce other 

costs.  This necessitates an increase in the clerk’s working hours at an additional cost of some 

£517.00 for the year, which was not in the budget and may mean once again reducing 

charitable donations or other expenditure to compensate. 

As the precept was set before the impact of Government legislation became apparent, the 

Council has left the precept unchanged at £1,900 for 2015-16. 

The Parish accounts have been prepared for audit by the internal auditor, Heelis & Lodge, and 

will be submitted to them after review and sign-off at the Annual Parish Council Meeting, 

which takes place immediately after this Annual Parish Meeting.  The accounts will be 

submitted to the external auditor, BDO, after internal audit. 

A copy of the financial report is available from the clerk. 

Questions & Issues Raised by Electors 

No other matters were raised by electors and the meeting closed at 20:55 after thanking Mr 

Mayhew for chairing the meeting. 


