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In attendance:  

Parish Council: Julian Bowden (Chair), Alan Mayhew, Robert Parmenter, Nick Styles 
David Perry (Clerk) 

Public: Simon Ashton 
 

1. Apologies  
 Melvyn Blower, David Styles.  
2. Declarations of Interest  
a. The clerk reminded Councillors that this Council meeting would consider setting the 

precept for 2017-18 and drew their attention to the following factors affecting 
declarations of interest for the meeting: 

 Councillors affected by the precept (living in the Parish) do not need to seek 
dispensation from having a beneficial interest in the precept level. 

 Local Gov’t Finance Act 1992 requires Councillors with 2 or more months of 
Council Tax arrears to disclose this prior to discussion of the precept and 
such Councillors must not vote on the precept or related decisions. 

 

b. None  
3. To consider confirming the minutes of the last Parish Council Meeting  

 Meeting Held on Monday 31 October 2016 
The council reviewed the minutes and unanimously agreed that they were a true 
record of the meeting held at Old Hall at 19:30 on 31 October 2016 and the minutes 
were signed by the Chairman and Clerk. 

 

4. Matters of Report  
a. Pot Holes on New Road 

i. The pot holes had been logged on the SCC website by the clerk and allocated 
a reference number 00155426.  The SCC response was that the small pot 
holes at the junction with the B1077, which had been left untouched when 
the larger holes next to them had been repaired earlier in the year, were 
currently too small to be repaired.  SCC would continue to monitor and would 
repair them when they became too large. 

ii. The clerk reported that SCC’s policy on had changed and in future small 
holes next to larger holes would be repaired at the same time. 

iii. Cllr N Styles said that there appeared to have been an exercise to repair a 
lot of defects on New Road and the B1077. 

 

b. Subsidence on the Edge of B1077 Near Valley Farm 
The clerk had logged this on the SCC website and it was allocated reference number 
00155429.  It did not appear to have been previously logged on the website despite 
the warning signs and cones.  It has now been repaired. 

 

c. Charity Donations 
The clerk reported that all charitable donations approved at the last meeting had 
been posted to recipients, except for the donation to East Anglian Children’s 
Hospice, which required a cheque to be signed.   

 

d. Parish Council Website 
The clerk reported that Community Action Suffolk had been informed that 
Helmingham Parish Council would stay with One Suffolk under the new management 
and charging arrangements, as approved at the last meeting.  An invoice for £60 for 
the service from 1 Nov 2016 to 31 Oct 2017 had been received and paid since the 
last meeting. 
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e. Change of Clerk 
i. Vivienne Pratt, the clerk to Great Bricett since August 2015 and Framsden, 

where she had taken over in January, had been approached and expressed 
interest in taking over as Helmingham’s clerk too.  Unfortunately, since then 
she has resigned from the Framsden post and no longer wishes to take on 
the Helmingham job, as this might compromise her freedom to take on a 
replacement for the Framsden position with longer hours. 

ii. Consequently the Helmingham vacancy has been advertised on the parish 
notice board, the SALC website and letters have been sent to clerks in 
neighbouring parishes emphasising that the small number of meetings would 
make it an ideal position to combine with being clerk for another parish. 

iii. To avoid offering too short a period for applicants to come forward, the 
adverts had set a closing date of Friday 16 December to submit CVs. 

iv. So far there have been three applicants: two are already clerks for 
neighbouring parish councils (including Simon Ashton, who was attending this 
meeting) while the other one lives 30 miles away in Essex and has a full time 
job as a teacher and no previous experience as a parish clerk, but is 
interested in the Helmingham vacancy. 

v. The Council decided to meet again this month to review the existing 
applications and any further ones that came in next week with a view to 
making a decision before the end of the year.  A handover between the 
outgoing and incoming clerks would then be arranged in January. 

vi. The Council agreed that the outgoing clerk should be paid up to the end of 
January 2017.  The clerk was instructed to inform Ladywell Accountancy 
services of this. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chairman 
 
 
 
Clerk 

f. SALC Survey on Delivery of Services 
The clerk had submitted a response on the council’s behalf. 

 

 Meeting adjourned at 19:45.  
5. 
a. 

Public Forum 
No County or District Councils were present. 

i. The clerk read from Cllr M Hicks’s written report for November. 
ii. The clerk also reported that he had received a clarification from Cllr Hicks 

concerning the prospects for the Parish Council’s request for a lead in 
40mph speed limit on the B1077 at the north of the village to include the 
double bend between the Helmingham Estate entrance and the junction with 
the B1079.  Essentially Cllr Hicks had said that getting speed limits changed 
involved a 3 stage process starting with getting support from the SCC 
traffic engineers.  Getting past this vital first stage was now impossible 
following the Parish Council’s rejection of the SCC traffic engineer’s 
alternative proposal to combine extending the speed control zone slightly to 
include the church (but not the double bend) with raising the speed limit to 
40 mph through the whole village.  This had been made to the Annual Parish 
Meeting in May and had been rejected as extremely unsatisfactory and 
dangerous by the Parish Council at the Annual Council Meeting, which 
followed the Parish Meeting.  This matter must now be considered closed, at 
least until a serious accident occurred on this stretch of road. 

 

b. The clerk reported that the crime figures for September for the area around 
Helmingham, which included Ashbocking, much of Debenham. Otley and Hoo included 
4 burglaries and one crime of violence.  The 4 burgleries were in: 

i. New Road, Helmingham. 
ii. Swan Lane, Earl Soham. 
iii. Church Lane, Hoo. 
iv. Ipswich Road, Charsfield. 

 

c. No issues were raised by the member of the public.  
 Meeting recommenced at 19:55  
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6. Planning applications and notifications:  
a. To note recent determinations:  

 None.  
b. To consider any applications or notifications received by the date of the meeting  

 None.  
c. Any other planning matters:  

 The clerk drew the Council’s attention to: 
i. The Neighbourhood Planning Bill, which makes village neighbourhood plans 

part their Local Planning Authority’s development plans provided that they 
are approved by a referendum.  This ensures that greater weight is given to 
neighbourhood plans. 

ii. MSDC Building Control’s request for lists of suitable local names for use in 
naming streets in new developments within the parish. 

The Council agreed that neither of these were relevant to Helmingham because the 
Helmingham Estate provided effective protection against any significant building 
developments. 

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk to 
give nil 
response 

7. Reports from Chairman  
 No report  
8. Correspondence  
 The Council’s attention was drawn to the following items of correspondence received 

since the last meeting. 
 

a. Pensions Regulator letter 17 Nov 2016:  Reminder of outstanding tasks: 
i. 1 Nov 2016 - Write to employees using template letter. 
ii. 1 Mar 2017 - Send declaration of compliance. 

 
Clerk 

b. SCC Electoral Roll 5 Dec 2016: Electoral Roll and restrictions on its use. 
Details of restrictions read out to meeting. 

 

c. Safe Speed Systems email 31 Oct 2016:  
Community Speed systems – cameras & data – annual charge £7,500 + VAT. 
Agreed no action to be taken. 

 

d. Public Access Defibrillator 7 Nov 2016: Subsidised defibrillators available to 
public bodies, but must be openly available and not under lock or security. 
Cllr Parmenter said that this was of interest to Helmingham Hall, but the 
restrictions on where publicly funded ones could be located meant there was no 
where to locate one safely. 

 

e. Enventure Research 15 Nov 2016: Consultancy support service for public bodies 
& local councils conducting public consultations.  
It was agreed that paying for assistance to canvass elector support for 
dissolving the parish council would not significantly increase the likely volume of 
responses. 

 

f. Police UK – Crime Statistics September 8 Nov 16: Four burglaries during 
September in Helmingham (one in New Road) and 3 surrounding parishes (Earl 
Soham, Hoo &Charsfield). 

 

g. Police SNT Shop Robbery Advice 5 Dec 2016: Advice being circulated to shops.   
h. Refuse Collection Xmas, New Year and 2017:  Publicise on web site/notice board. Clerk 
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9. Financial matters and payments due:  
a. Report: The current balance, allowing for unpresented cheques (including 

donations to St Mary’s Church, Old School House Nursery, East Anglian Air 
Ambulance and Debenham First Responders) and outstanding invoices or payments 
(for Internal Audit, Clerk’s salary and expenses for Q3) is £1,666.25 or 69% of this 
year’s precept. 
Expenditure to the end of the year is estimated as £446.70 for clerk’s salary and 
expenses if the Council is able to employ a new clerk at the rates discussed (about 
£10.33 per hour plus £4.00 home office payment per week and full expenses) for 
the last quarter of the year.  This will reduce the end of year balance to £1,210.19 
or 50% of this year’s precept £926.79 or 49% of the current precept by the end of 
the financial year. 
This year the Council is predicted to have a surplus of £25.40 despite the assumed 
increase in Q4 Clerk costs.  Next year, if there is no increase in precept the draft 
budget predicts a deficit of £416.45. 

 

b. Payments:  The Council unanimously approved payment of the following invoices 
received since the last Council meeting: 

i. Received and paid since the last meeting: 
1) CAS PC website Nov 16 to Oct 17 £ 60.00 chq 100468 

Total Payments made since last meeting £ 60.00 
ii. New invoices received but not yet paid: 

1) Heelis & Lodge Internal audit 2015-16 £ 42.00 chq 100470 
2) Clerk’s salary Q3 2016-17 excl tax £ 206.59 chq 100471 
3) HMRC tax on clerk’s salary Q3 2016-17 £ 51.80 chq 100472 
4) Clerk’s expenses Q3 2016-17 £ 70.99 chq 100473 

Total new payments £ 371.38 

Clerk 

c. Charitable Donations:  At the last meeting on 31 October, the Council approved 
payments of £125.00 to St Mary’s PCC for churchyard maintenance plus a total of 
£175.00 to organisations and charities important locally and to rural communities.  
All of these have been sent to the organisations concerned, except for the 
following payment which required the cheque to be signed: 

i. East Anglian Children’s Hospice £ 50.00 chq 100451 
Total outstanding charitable donations  £ 50.00 

Clerk 

d. Budget & Precept for 2017/18: A copy of the draft budget for 2017-18 had 
been circulated with the agenda and published on the website before the meeting. 

i. The clerk drew the Council’s attention to the following points included in the 
draft budget: 
1) Budgeted expenditure for 2017-18 was predicted to increase by 24% 

due to the probable increased salary, expenses and training costs of 
hiring a new clerk, plus the new charges for the parish website and 
fees for the new external audit body.  The draft budget assumed a 
subscription of £130.00 for SALC membership, which was marginally 
less than the £130.89 which SALC had now published as their 
subscription for £2017-18. 

2) At the same time income for 2017-18 excluding the precept would fall 
because the central government grant received from MSDC in previous 
years to offset the impact on parish income of localisation of council 
tax benefit would be phased out entirely.  This would reduce the 
Council’s income by £46.42. 

3) The reserve at the start of 2017-18 is predicted to be £1,225 or 51% 
of the current precept.  

4) These two changes would result in a deficit over the year of more than 
£400, which would reduce the reserves at the end of 2017-18 to some 
£800.  This represents less than 34% of the current precept of 
£2,400, which is significantly less than the recommended minimum of 
50% of precept. 
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 5) Central government are extending excessive increaser referendums to 
town councils and larger parishes that introduce excessive precept 
increases.  Government continue to threaten to extend these automatic 
referendums to smaller parish councils, the cost of which would be 
charged to the councils concerned and would further aggravate 
financial problems that had led to the offending increase. 

6) Since the budget was drafted the parish tax base had been published 
and showed a marginal increase of 0.3% (from 66.29 to 66.49). 

 

 ii. The Council agreed that the budget indicated that a minimum increase in 
precept of £500 would be needed to avoid a deficit over the year.  However, 
this would result in a small surplus of only some £82.  After some discussion, 
the Council agreed unanimously to increase the precept by £750 (31%) to 
£3,150 for 2017-18 as it was felt that the resulting surplus of £330 should 
provide some stability for the next few years. 

iii. The precept request was completed and signed for the clerk to submit to 
MSDC before 31 January 2017. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

10 Consultations  
 The Council considered the following consultations:  
a. SCC Minerals & Waste Local Plan:   Responses due 6 Feb 2017 

Mineral sites are for the extraction of sand, gravel or chalk.  Waste sites include 
waste processing, composting, recycling and landfill and are currently located at 
Sproughton, Gt Blakenham, Eye Airfield, Layham, Thorington & Foxhall.  New sites 
are being sought.  
As none of the existing or likely sites affected Helmingham the Council agreed 
that no response would be submitted.  

 

b. Dept BEI Post Office Network Consultation: Response due by 21 Dec 2016 
Consultation on network provision criteria and possible new services.  The 
objective is for 95% of the rural population to be within 3 miles of their nearest 
PO and 95% of the population of every Post Code District (i.e. IP14) within 6 
miles. 
The Council decided that no response should be submitted. 

 

c. SALC Policing Review Feedback   Responses due by 30 Nov 2016 
No response submitted. 

 

d. BT Consultation on Pay Phonebox Removal  Responses due by 4 Dec 2016 
No response submitted as there is no pay phone box in Helmingham. 

 

e. NALC –Carers Allowance for Parish Councillors Responses due by 18 Jan 2017 
NALC Dependant carers survey to support case for parish councillors who are 
carers being able to claim the Dependant Carers Allowance in the same way as 
councillors in principal authorities so that they can attend parish council meetings. 
Councillors agreed that this had never been a problem for Helmingham Parish 
Council. 

 

11. Urgent Matters & Matters for Information  
 No urgent matters were raised.  

12. Next Meetings  
 The Council agreed the following meetings for 2017: 

 Monday 6 March 2017 19:30 Council Meeting at Old Hall, Helmingham. 
 Monday 8 May 2017 19:30 Annual Parish Meeting at Helmingham schl 

  20:30 Annual Council Meeting at Helmingham schl 
Half term dates are shown on the Helmingham School website as 29 May to 
2 June 2017. 

 Monday 6 Nov 2017 19:30 Council Meeting at Old Hall, Helmingham. 
 Monday 11 Dec 2017 19:30 Council Meeting at Old Hall, Helmingham. 

 

 

 Meeting closed at 21:05 hours. 


